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For my second project I decided to 

do costume design. For this project I 

was inspired by the 2012 film Anna 

Karenina directed by Joe wright. Anna 

Karenina is a novel by a Russian writer 

Leo Tolstoy. He wrote his novel  

through out 1875 -1877 which contained  
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864 published pages. Anna is a young married woman in a 

loveless marriage. Her husband Alexei is boring government 

official who love Anna but he lack passion that craves. Anna is a 

beautiful passionate woman who adores her young son Sergei. 

Anna is the Heroine of the story but she’s not perfect and 

demonstrates some quality viewers can relate too. 

While visiting her brother Anna has a chance meeting with 

a young dashing Count Vronsky. Instantly they feel a connection 



between each other. Anna tries to fight Vronsky advances; 

however she gives into them at ball with a dance. 

  

 

 

"Thread by Thread Costumes on Screen." N.p., n.d. Web. 29 Sept. 2016. 

<https://threadbythread.wordpress.com/2013/01/22/oscar-frontrunners-anna-karenina/>. 

Princess Kitty was expecting a proposal that night from Vronsky, 

but she soon realizes his eyes were on Anna. The film is very 

theatrical and it is presented as if ones at the theater.  



For the film Jacqueline Durran was the costume designer 

and she used all the costumes to tell apart of the story. The gown  
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I will be creating in the black ball gown. In the scene while 

everyone else is wearing pastels Durran puts Anna in a black 

gown.  

This shows how Anna is going against the social norms of 

the time. Kitty is wearing a white dress to represent her purity 

and innocents. All the main characters costumes in the film are 



not period accurate. 

The only costumes 

that are period 

accurate are the 

extras, peasants, and 

dancers.  

 

Durran used to 

time periods to create 

Anna gowns. The 

first inspiration came from 1950’s haute couture mainly designs 

by Balenciaga and Dior.  

Durran used this decade and 

designers because during the 50’s 

designers were creating gowns 

very similar to 1870’s. Durran 

fused the 1870’s and 1950’s 

Couture to create all of Anna’s 
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jewelry Durran used all borrowed Chanel jewels. 
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.Durran used a lot of symbolism in Anna costumes. For instance, 

Once Anna leaves her husband for Vronsky she is shown at the 

end in her Cage Crinoline to demomstrate how Anna feels. Anna 

feels caged because she is shunted from high society and not 

accepted by anyone. Also, Durran uses Fur and feathered hats, 

dead birds as a means of showing viewers that death is always 

near Anna. 
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